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HE extract given in Louth Archaeological Journal, 1912, describing 
a storm on Faughart Hill will bear repetition : 
" 
'As the hosts were there 
[Faughart Hill] in the evening they saw the fleeting of hailstones coming 
towards them from the east and another from the west to meet it ; they 
met in the air and fell between the dun of Fergus and dun of Alill and 
the dun of Nerand. They continued at this falling and flying from that hour to 
the same time the following day, and the hosts were standing with their shields 
over their heads to protect them from the blows of the stones till the plain was full 
of the stones, and hence it is called Magh Clochar'?O'Looney, Leabhr-na-huidre," 
p. 244. 
This realistic description led 
" 
Enda " to try to locate this Magh Clochar on 
Faughart Hill. All inquiries failed to get a trace of it ; but a chance conversation 
with an old man on Faughart Hill rescued Magh Clochar from oblivion. He told 
of the strolls of his young days across 
" 
The Clochars." 
" 
What Clochars ? 
" 
" 
Faughart Clochars," came the answer. " 
And where on earth are Faughart Clochars ; I have been seeking them for 
years ? 
" 
" 
There under your eyes," he said, pointing to the only plain on Faughart Hill, 
that south-west of the New Line ; or the great triangle having its points at 
St. Brigid's Stream, the old windmill, and the railway bridge at the foot of Faughart 
Hill. 
" 
And why is it called the Clochars ? 
" 
" 
In my young days," he said, 
" it was covered with stones half the size of 
a house ! 
" 
Further inquiries showed that the name is still applied by even young residents 
to some of the fields in the district mentioned, under the rude form of 
" 
The 
Clogharness." But what has become of the 
" 
hailstones 
" 
of the storyteller ? Some 
are there yet, but unhappily chiefly in the fences ; most of them have made the streets 
of Dundalk ; anyone who wishes to see the remainder has only to take a boat and 
sail out to examine in Dundalk river the harbour walls which Faughart Clochars 
helped to build. The whole plain has been under reclamation for fifty years past, 
only an acre or two now remaining in the primitive state which so appealed to the 
fancy of the writer of the Tain. Unfortunately the plot on Magh Clochar yet un 
touched is of little interest, there being no very great stones overground on it. But 
some of the boulders or 
" 
erratics 
" 
removed within even late years were of enormous 
size, weighing perhaps from thirty to forty tons. Of one great stone alone nigh 
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sixty loads were carted to Dundalk ! What a pity the photographer did not discover 
Magh Clochar in time, to hand it down to posterity in its picturesque if savage 
state. One very good specimen of the 
" 
hailstones 
" 
may yet be seen from the 
railway, in the field under Faugh art School. Others just peep here and there over 
the grass or tillage throughout the plain. 
But there is more than the debris of the 
" 
hailstones 
" 
to interest us in Magh 
Clochar. It is said that Louth has more 
" 
forts 
" 
than any other county in Ireland. 
Magh Clochar has more than any other spot in Louth. No less than six of moderate 
size are still to be seen there between the railway and St. Brigid's Stream, with a 
seventh, Motha Shannan, on the east of the New Line, but hardly noticeable now. 
In the passage quoted above, the author of the Tain attributes them to the 
leaders of Maeve's armies. This is far from unlikely, as the Tain is the oldest of 
Irish documents, written probably a thousand years ago, the story existing for 
hundreds of years before. So undoubtedly it gives us the most authentic tradition 
on the matter, and invests those time-worn forts with a new life and interest for us. 
It is inspiring to imagine ourselves gazing on the duns of Alill and Fergus and 
Nerand?heroes "of great name and high example "?where our mighty invaders 
struggled and endured. The picture of Magh Clochar painted in the Tain, of Maeve's 
armies shivering in their granite-girt fastnesses, with Cuchullin hovering above, 
from his eyrie on Faughart Hill, is a splendid poetic and military conception. 
The poetic conceit accounting for the boulders by a hailstorm is a marvellous 
anticipation of the modern theory, dubbed by Sir Henry Howorth the 
" 
Glacial 
Nightmare," which supposes the 
" 
erratics " to have been carried and deposited 
in their strange positions by ice. The idea in the Tain is fantastic ; but it may 
represent the authors' attempt to express, or or satirize perhaps, some old tradition 
of our ancestors' endeavours to solve a difficult problem of modern science, on the 
very lines so many great men of the last century followed, and first suggested by 
Perraud the chamois hunter, in 1815, to a sportsman whose guide he was. 
The blocks of stone on Magh Clochar are not of course rocks native to the place 
or to be quarried on the plain. They are simply boulders lying partly sunk in the 
earth. There are several kinds of stone amongst them?hard granite, 
" 
rebel 
" 
granite, trap rock and conglomerate or puddingstone. There seems to be no green 
stone, though green stone is quarried on the hill over Magh Clochar ; but granite 
seems not to be found there ; trap rock is quarried there at present. No sea shells 
or sea sand seems to have been found on the plain ; so these 
" 
erratics 
" 
do not 
appear to owe their position to the action of the sea. Perhaps they were carried 
from the mountains by ice, and the Irish poet may have been wiser than he himself 
thought. The rough ground about the Stations on St. Brigid's Stream seems a 
part of Magh Clochar in its primitive state. 
In 
spite of reclamation, Magh Clochar retains one ancient monument of great 
interest?the small cromlech of which an account was given in a former number 
by the late Mr. Edward O'Gorman.* It is situated near the old windmill in 
" The 
Lerney." This name of some fields on Magh Clochar, and apparently of the cromlech 
too, is a great puzzle, which it is almost vain to attempt to unravel. It is made 
more mysterious still when taken in conjunction with Pull-erney?the great gap 
bit out of the west of Faughart Hill and so noticeable to all going up 
" The New Line." 
There is yet a tradition that this notable cutting was made to supply material for 
building the fort on the top of Faughart Hill. 
The 
" 
Pull 
" 
has almost disappeared ; but in the memory of people still living 
a boat could sail on it, we are told. 
Magh Clochar is worthy of a visit before the last scraps of the 
" 
hailstones 
" 
disappear. 
In Professor Dunn's version of the Tain no reference is made to the hailstones 
* See L.A.J., 1907, p. 73, and also 1911, p. 441, Vol. II, No. 4. 
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HOLED STONE AT HURLSTONE, ARDEE 
(South side.) 
This stone is 5ft. 3ins. high, 6ft. broad near the bottom and 3ft. 8in$. at top, and varies 
from 8 to 12ins. thick. It stands facing roughly north and south ; the northerly face is 
naturally smooth while that to the south (shown in photo) is rough. 
The hole is perfectly round, is 8ins. diameter in the centre but splays out on both sides 
to about 1 Oins, across. It is roughly in the middle of the side, being only 9ins. nearer to the 
eastern edge than to the other. 
The stone should be compared with that near Sligo which is pictured in this number of 
the Journal. The Sligo stone is larger and the hole is larger also as well as being irregular 
in shape. 
The Ordnance Note Books say 
'* 
Taurus, et pr?tera nihil (a bull and nothing else). 
This holed stone was locally thought to have been used in Hurling matches as a goal, 
whence the name."?L.A.J., II, 288. 
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in the Magh Clochar incident. It reads : 
" 
While the hosts were there in the evening 
they perceived that one stone fell on them coming from the east and another from 
the west. The stones met one another in the air and kept falling between Fergus's 
camp and the camp of Ailill and the camp of Nera. This sport and play continued 
from that hour till the same hour on the next day, and the hosts spent the time 
sitting down with their shields over their heads to protect them from the blocks of 
stones till the plain was full of the boulders, whence cometh Mag Clochair (' the 
stony plain '). -Now it happened it was Curoi Mac Dare did this. He had come 
to bring help to his people and had taken his stand in Cotal to fight against Munremar 
son of Gerrcend. This latter had come from Emain Macha to succour Cuchulain 
and had taken his stand on Ard (' the height ') of Roch. Curoi knew there was 
not in the host a man to compete with Munremar. These then it was who carried 
on the sport between them. The army prayed them to cease. Whereupon, 
Munremar and Curoi made peace ..." 
Here the old storyteller adopts the classical idea of a battle of Titans to account 
for the boulders on the plain. The passage is sufficiently spirited, but hardly so 
picturesque or poetic, and certainly not so original in idea, as the hailstone version. 
On account of its clearness and good order Professor Dunn's version is specially 
helpful to the antiquarian. From the passage quoted we find Cotal and Ard-Roch 
were in the neighbourhood of Faughart. Enda sought in vain for Ard-Roch, which 
has nothing to do with Castleroche. This reference may yet lead to its discovery. 
Enda. 
g 
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